“ Eswa
That late from sorrow free
Did all the cares on earth disdain?

Angs 109Ch 7 Fomas ames,
Played wil rifle O RO VeI uty's flames?

Was't [ coul an - - t depth at will?
And from those huge o'erwhelmings rise, by help of reason still?
And am [ now, O heavens! for trying this in vain,

So sunk that I shall never rise again?

O fatal time,
Dost thou constrain that I
Should perish in my youth's sweet prime?
I, but awhile ago, (you cruel powers!)

In spite of fortune, cropped contentment's sweetest flowers,
And vet unscornéd, serve a gentle nymph, the fairest she,
That ever was beloved of man, or eyes did ever see!
Yea, one whose tender heart would rue for my distress;
Yet I, poor 1! must perish ne'ertheless.

And (which much more augments my care)
Unmoanéd | must die,

And no man e'er
Know why

(~BYGEORGE WITHER

Then let despair set sorrow’s string, =
For strains that doleful be; ;
And I will sing, E

Ah me!
But why, o
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George Wither was an English poet, pamphleteer, and satirist.
He was a prolific writer who adopted a deliberate plainness of
style: he was several times imprisoned. C. V. Wedgwood wrote
"every so often in the barren acres of his verse is a stretch
enlivened by real wit and observation, or fired with a sudden
intensity of feeling". *This is George Wither's first entry in
the LibriVox database. - Summary by Wikipedia
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